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SUBJECT: VOA BROADCASTS TO THE USSR 

REF: (A) STATE 061257, (B) MOSCOW 2946, (C) MOSCOW 2808 

1 . EMBASSY PLEASED TO HEAR THAT VOA RUSSIAN SERVICE BROADCASTS 
ARE UNDER CLOSE SCRUTINY, TO ENSURE BALANCED TREATMENT OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS AND OTHER SENSITIVE STORIES AND TO MAINTAIN 
ADHERENCE TO ESTABLISHED GUIDELINES. 

2. EMBASSY FULLY AWARE THAT COVERAGE OF HUMAN RIGHTS STORIES 
MUST THESE DAYS TAKE GREATER PLACE IN VOA COVERAGE OF US NEWS 
AND PLAYBACK OF US MEDIA COMMENTARY AND PUBLIC OPINION 
ATTITUDES. 

3. IT IS PARTICULARLY BECAUSE SO MUCH ATTENTION MUST BE 
PAID TO STORIES WHICH REQUIRE MOST SENSITIVE AND BALANCED 
TREATMENT THAT WE HAVE CALLED GENERALLY TO DEPARTMENT'S AND 
USIA S NOTICE OUR CONCLUSION THAT PROPORTIONS AND PERSPECTIVE 
WERE OCCASIONALLY LOST IN PAST FEW WEEKS. 

4. FULLER DISCUSSION WILL BE CONTAINED IN EMBASSY'S MONTHLY 
MONITORING REPORT, NOW UNDER PREPARATION. AT THIS JUNCTURE, WE 
WOULD MENTION THE RATHER LENGTHY, UNBROKEN 
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DIRECT VOCING OF MUKOVSKY S SPEECHES AT TWO 
DIFFERENT MEETINGS IN WASHINGTON (20 MINUTES ON MARCH 2 AND 8 
MINUTES ON MARCH 3). THE VOA' BROADCASTS DETRACTED NOTABLY 
FROM EFFORTS TO BALANCE THE IMPACT 

OF BUKOVSKY'S VISIT WITH THE PRESIDENT AND THE VICE PRESIDENT. 
ADDITIONALLY, THE VOA'S COVERAGE OF THE RECENT MOSCOW VISIT 
OF THE DEPARTMENT'S MEDICAL TEAM (REF B AND C) MISCONSTRUED 
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ITS PURPOSE AND, BY PLAYING IT AS A MAJOR NEWS STORY MIGHT HAVE 
JEOPARDIZED THE SUCCESS OF ITS MISSION. THE EMBASSY HAS 
NOTICED THAT THE RUSSIAN SERVICE NOW CARRIES VARIOUS EAST 
EUROPEAN AND SOVIET DISSIDENT STORIES AS BRIEFER ITEMS THAN IN 
RECENT PAST, AND NOT ALWAYS AT TOP OF THE NEWS - WITHOUT, IN 
OUR VIEW, LESSENING THE IMPACT ON OUR AUDIENCES OF THESE 
IMPORTANT STORIES. ON THE OTHER HAND, WE SENSE A NEW 
CONCENTRATION ON PLAYBACK OF SOVIET MEDIA PLAY CONDEMNING 
US POSITION ON HUMAN RIGHTS, INCLUDING ITEMS CRITICAL OF 
THE ADMINISTRATION AND THE PRESIDENT. WE DO NOT FEEL THE 
VO A SHOULD INADVERTENTLY CONTRIBUTE TO SHARPENING FOR 
ITS SOVIET LISTENERS AN IMPLICIT SOVIET THREAT TO TURN THE 
ISSUE OF HUMAN RIGHTS INTO A MAJOR POLEMICAL CONFRONTATION 
BETWEEN THE US AND THE USSR. 

5. THE VOA'S RUSSIAN SERVICE REMAINS THE SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT 
MEANS OF REACHING MILLIONS OF SOVIET CITIZENS WITH INFORMATION 
ABOUT THE USA AND ABOUT ITS GOVERNMENT'S POLICIES. A 
VARIETY OF AUDIENCES HAS BEEN LISTENING TO ITS PROGRAMS WITH 
ATTENTION AND WELL- JUSTIFIED RESPECT. IT IS OUR CONTENTION 
THAT SCRUPULOUS ATTENTION TO THE LONG-ESTABLISHED GUIDELINES 
AND BALANCES WHICH HAVE DISTINGUISHED THE VOA'S COVERAGE 
OF ESPECIALLY SENSITIVE QUESTIONS IS ALL THE MORE 
NECESSARY AS BOTH COUNTRIES EXPRESS THEMSELVES MORE FREELY 
ON ISSUES ON WHICH DIFFERING VIEWS ARE PASSIONATELY HELD. 
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